
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Progress and Purpose in Morrisville Borough.  As we kick off 2025, under 
the leadership of Interim Borough Manager Mr. Jim Dillon, Morrisville 
Borough is moving confidently in a positive direction—focused on progress, 
accountability, and community pride.  We’re proud of the many positive 
developments and visible improvements happening across town – made 
possible by financial planning, grant funding, and corporate donations rather 
than relying on tax dollars. 
 
Your Borough Council recognizes the value of every dollar our residents contribute. That’s why we 
work diligently to ease the tax burden while investing in projects that make a lasting impact: a 5-mil 
tax decrease in 2024 and 2.5 mil decrease in 2025.   We remain committed to meaningful initiatives 
that support economic growth and community well-being; eliminating frivolous spending.  In the 
following pages you will see we have received over $5 million in grants for projects and 
improvements; corporate donations of $200,000 to support the motor carrier program and 
$100,000 for the Manor Park Playground as well as the exciting progress council is making.   
 
A Better Morrisville, Together.  To help foster economic developments and real progress, we’ve 
built strong partnerships with key leaders and agencies, including: Congressman Fitzpatrick, State 
Senator Santarsiero, County Officials, Representative Jim Prokopiak, and Penn Dot.  These 
relationships shine a spotlight on Morrisville Borough, opening doors to resources, guidance, 
financial aid, and new opportunities that foster growth, renewal, and revitalization throughout our 
community.    

 
Across the Borough, exciting efforts are underway—
from infrastructure upgrades and public safety 
improvements to park enhancements and historic 
preservation projects.  We hope you’re beginning to see 
and feel the positive changes taking shape in our 
community—and most of all, we hope you’re proud of 
where we’re headed.   Thank You for your trust and 
support as we continue working toward a brighter 
future! 
 
 
                                               Helen Hlahol 
                              Morrisville Borough Council President  

 
#MovingMorrisvilleForward #CommunityDriven #ProgressWithPurpose 

VOLUME: SPRING 2025
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PPoolliiccee::    PPuubblliicc  SSaaffeettyy  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  
aarree  oouurr  PPrriioorriittiieeSS  

Message from Morrisville Borough’s Police Chief:  

As your newly appointed Police Chief, I am privileged to serve the 
vibrant and diverse community of Morrisville Borough. With a 
dedicated team of 12 sworn officers, and a mental health co-
responder, we are committed to provide professional and community-
focused police services.  Together, we proudly serve over 9,000 
residents, as well as the many visitors who pass through our Borough 
each day.  
 
The mission of the Morrisville 

Borough Police Department is to improve the quality of life 
by preserving peace and safety for our community through 
the formulation of partnerships and creating positive 
interactions between the public and the police, while 
serving the unique needs of Morrisville Borough. In short, 
our mindset is “Community First” and we rely on our many 
strong partnerships in building bridges of trust between 
our police and the community we serve.   
 
As Chief of Police, I am committed to understanding the 
community’s needs and delivering police services with professionalism and transparency. We live in 
challenging times, and addressing society’s complex issues requires a collaborative effort. 
Therefore, I encourage all to join us with an open mind as we work together for the betterment of 
Morrisville.  
 
Each year, the Morrisville Borough Police Department hosts a variety of community events, 
including National Night Out, Halloween Trunk or Treat, Coffee With A Cop, and Shop With A Cop. 
These events provide opportunities for residents to connect with our officers and build stronger 
relationships. We invite you to join us, meet our officers and together, make it a great day in 
Morrisville!  

  
 
Rich Ciampa  
Morrisville Borough Chief of Police    
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Interested in a career in Law Enforcement?  
MPD is hiring.   

If you are passionate about serving the 
community and making a difference this 
could be the opportunity for you.   

For more information, please contact Chief 
Ciampa at: R.Ciampa@morrisvillepolice.org 

 

    CC  oo  mm  mm  uu  nn  ii  tt  yy    PP  oo  ll  ii  CC  ii  nn  gg  

  

  
 

   

   

Tossing a Football, 

reading to the school kids, 

losing a game of hoops, or 

participating at the 

Memorial Day Ceremony, 

the MPD is building 

strong relationships with 

the Community.  We are 

proud of all our officers. 

March is National Women’s History 
Month.  We acknowledge Officers 
DeLuca and Williamson, who have 
made significant contributions to 
our police department. 

June 2024, The Elks/Congressman 
Brian Fitzpatrick, and the Bridge 
Commission honor Officer Hallas 
for his quick response in saving a 
man from drowning in an apparent 
suicide attempt. 
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UUPPDDAATTEESS  
 

Three-Year Road Paving Program  
A road improvement program is set to begin May 2025, bringing safer 
streets to our community. Phase 1 Highlights:  resurfacing 7.5 miles of 
roadway, enhanced safety and smoother driving, long-term 
infrastructure improvements – all paid with state funds.  Additionally, 
reflective street signs and stop signs are being installed.  
 
We understand that construction may cause temporary disruptions, but 
we appreciate your patience and cooperation as we work toward a 
better driving experience for all. 
 
Full list of roads & detailed map available on the Borough website!  
https://www.morrisvilleboro.org/docs/info/2025_RP_ExhibitA_Phase_A_Road_List.pdf 
 
 

Smarter, Safer Streets: Traffic Signal Upgrades 
PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund grants awarded in 2019 & 2021, totaling $377,805, is 
allowing the Borough to upgrade the traffic signal at N Pennsylvania Ave (SR 2073) & Trenton Ave 
(SR 2026).  Recent and ongoing improvements include: 

 
• Traffic signal maintenance completed in June 2024 
• Seeking additional funding through PennDOT  
• Planning to further modernize our traffic signal infrastructure 
• Grants to replace all traffic signals with a colonial powered black look   
 

These upgrades will help reduce congestion, improve pedestrian safety, and optimize traffic flow 
across Morrisville.   
 
 

South Pennsylvania Avenue Traffic Study 
The Borough is conducting a study focused on reducing speeding, improving pedestrian safety, and 
enhancing the overall streetscape.  Recommendations and findings will be presented at a future 
Council Meeting.   
 
Potential improvements (through grants) include: 
 Gateway treatments to create a welcoming entrance 
 Raised medians for better traffic flow 
 Pedestrian crossing bump-outs for street crossings 
 New striping patterns to improve navigation 
 Designated on-street parking for added convenience 
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A Big Win for Morrisville: A Community-Led Victory 
For years, heavy commercial truck traffic along S Penn Ave disrupted daily life for residents. Thanks 
to the Truck Ban, residents are noticing, and State and local officials are celebrating a major 
milestone.  Since the prohibition of trucks over 10 tons, Borough Police have: issued 300 citations 
for violating the ban and educated truck drivers about alternate routes. 
 
Senator Steve Santarsiero: "The issue of excessive truck traffic 
impacted residents for too long. Working with the Borough and 
PennDOT, we've implemented a solution that improves safety 
and protects our roads from heavy truck damage." 
 
Representative Jim Prokopiak: "This is a major milestone in our 
efforts to reduce truck traffic. The installation of signage, 
enforcement efforts, and community advocacy have resulted in 
safer, quieter neighborhoods in Morrisville." 
 
Borough Council President Helen Hlahol: "Thanks to those who listened to our concerns and took 
action to improve the quality of life in Morrisville Borough—especially the First Ward. Their 
partnership and commitment are invaluable in turning concerns into positive change." 
 
Mayor Gary Wallace: “If you have concerns, bring them to the Borough. This is an example of 
residents voicing concerns, and the Borough and elected officials taking action to help.”  
 

Morrisville Borough Police Chief Ciampa emphasized that enforcement is 
a top priority, saying: "We began enforcement in January. We’ve stopped 
more than 300 trucks. We will continue to ensure compliance." 
 
Joe M., a resident of S. Pennsylvania Avenue: “I have seen a huge 
reduction in trucks on my street.  I understand more has to be done, but it 
is great to see us moving in a positive direction.” 

 
What’s Changed?  
• New Penn DOT signs along S. Penna Ave. directs trucks to use Philadelphia Ave & Tyburn Road.  
• Speed limits reduced: 

o 55 mph ➝ 45 mph (Tyburn Rd. to 3rd St.) 
o 45 mph ➝ 25 mph (West Philadelphia Ave) 
o 30 mph ➝ 25 mph (Philadelphia Ave. to Post Rd.) 

• Reclassification of S. Pennsylvania Ave. to further limit trucks. 
• Google Maps updates to dissuade trucks from using residential streets. 
• Ordinance passed March 2025, prohibits municipal waste trucks from 

using Borough Streets as a cut through.   
 
Community & Business Support for Truck Enforcement 
• Waste Management contributed $65,000 in both 2023 & 2024 to fund a Motor Carrier Officer 

trained in truck safety and weight compliance. 
• NorthPoint Development donated a Chevrolet Tahoe for enforcement efforts. 
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Jan 2025, Concerto Fusion Grand Re-Opening Reception.      
L to R  Andrew Lubin, Randy Flager, Congressman Fitzpatrick 
aide Seth McLean, Mayor Gary Wallace, Man Won, State Sen 
Steve Santarsiero, Rep Jim Prokopiak, Kathryn Price 
Engelhard, Luke McKee, Helen Hlahol, Dennis Kinney.   Man 
Won and residents enjoying a good company. 

May 2024, winning car that Frank Sinatra drove sponsored by the 
Morrisville Business Association Car Show on Bridge Street.  

L to R, Randy Flager, Helen Hlahol, Owner, Scott Robinson, Mayor 
Gary Wallace. 

 

 

 

                
Some call it 
Morrisville’s 
version of 
George 
Washington 
and the 
Cherry Tree, 
part truth, 
part legend, 
but all heart 

Around Town 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sep 2024, Gov. Josh Shapiro signs the new 24-25 
Budget at the MHS.  The District received a 
10.9% increase in funding. 
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A message from our Mayor: 
This past year has been truly special for me as your Mayor. From 
community events to important initiatives, I’ve had the honor of working 
alongside many of you to build a stronger, more connected Morrisville— 
a place we are all proud to call home. 
 
Public safety continues to be my top priority. With the leadership of  
Chief Ciampa, our Morrisville Borough Police Department is making great 

strides every day. When you see 
something and say something, your 
voice can make a difference.   Our 
officers are now actively enforcing 
the truck ban and are deeply 
committed to protecting the peace 
and safety of our neighborhoods. 
 

Some of my most rewarding moments came from seeing neighbors come 
together at events like Trunk or Treat, National Night Out, and 
our costume drive. Initiatives like Buy a Slice – Give a Slice and our 
continued partnership with the local food pantry reminded me of the 
deep compassion and generosity that define our borough. Together, 
we’ve shown that in Morrisville, no one stands alone. 
 
It’s exciting to see our borough growing, with new businesses choosing 
Morrisville. I’ve had the privilege of attending several grand openings this 
year, and each one represents not just economic growth, but renewed 
energy and opportunity for our community. Supporting our local 
businesses remains a key part of keeping Morrisville vibrant and thriving. 
 
These achievements wouldn’t be possible without the hard work and 
unity of our Borough Council. I’m grateful for their collaboration and 
shared dedication to moving Morrisville forward. When we work 
together, great things happen - this past year has been proof of that. 
 
Thank you for your trust, your heart, and your commitment to this 
borough, we all call home. I look forward to seeing you around town and 
continuing the work to make Morrisville the very best it can be. 
 
Warmly, 
 
 
Gary Wallace 
Mayor of Morrisville Borough 
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MPD Trunk or Treat at Borough Hall 

Did You Know:
PA State Law: You must park in the direction of traffic, you should always park facing the same 
direction as the traffic flow, and parking against the flow of traffic is a violation.

Borough Ordinance: Dog owners to clean up and dispose of all solid dog waste promptly after it 
occurs on any public place or private property not their own.

Borough Ordinance: Parking regulations restrict the size and type of vehicles allowed on 
roadways, streets, alleys, and Borough parking areas, including trailers, or tractor trailer  
combination, truck or bus, and no trailer of any size, including boat trailers, U-Haul trailers or 
other apparatus for hauling drawn by an automobile, truck or tractor or any recreational  
vehicle (RV), mobile home, boat and/or trailer.

Borough Ordinance: No person shall drive or park any vehicle upon a sidewalk or sidewalk 
area except upon a pavement or duly authorized temporary driveway. A sidewalk area includes 
the portion from the curb to and including the sidewalk and including the green belt between 
the curb and sidewalk.
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Manor Park Playground is Getting a Makeover!  
Opening in time for summer, Morrisville Borough is thrilled to announce that we’ve been awarded a 
$300,000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to revitalize Manor Park Playground—located 
at Penn Avenue and E. Cleveland Avenue!   We’re also incredibly grateful for corporate support, 
including a $50,000 donation and a generous donation of playground mulch that helped bring this 
project to fruition.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ages 2-5:  New slides for little adventurers, a crawl tunnel for exploration, interactive xylofun panel, 
playhouse structure 
Ages 5-12:  A large net climbing structure for active play, fun wobble pods to test balance, swiggle stix 
and hang bars for movement, blender spinner 
Inclusive & Accessible Additions:  Swings designed for various ages and abilities, a bobble spring rider, 
accessible pathways, sensory-rich equipment to provide interactive and engaging experiences – we hope 
to keep the merry-go-round. 
 
Thank you to our generous community for their continued support! This project is a reflection of 
Morrisville’s commitment to creating safe, fun, and inclusive spaces for all families. 
 

Economic Development in Town 
Stockham Building – Since August 2024, Morrisville Borough 
has been actively working to jumpstart renovations for the 
Stockham Building. The Borough, State Senator Steve 
Santarsiero, County Officials, Representative Jim Prokopiak, the 
Industrial Redevelopment Authority, and the Redevelopment 
Authority have been meeting with the building’s owners to 
move this project forward.  Even though architectural 
renderings were received, unforeseen hurdles have recently 
emerged with newly discovered structural issues. 
 
Clover Leaf Property (S. Penna Ave across from the Cemetery) – Work by the Bucks County 
Redevelopment Authority will begin to remediate the property to remove environmental conditions 
which currently exist.  This is the first step in positioning the property for future redevelopment.  The 
Borough has not received any formal applications nor approved any plans for any use of the property, 
but has issued a permit to remediate the onsite soils. 
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Grant Dollars award to the Borough 
• Congressman Fitzpatrick provided $8 million dollars to spur economic development. 
• State Sen Steve Santarsiero awarded nearly a quarter millon dollars for Borough ADA 

accessibility improvement projects and $1.75 million to the Schools for roof replacement. 
• Rep Jim Prokopiak funded $180,000 in needed public safety equipment.    
• While the Borough pursued and was awarded over $5 million for projects and 

improvements with only $300,000 match paid by the Borough.  (To date 2025, the Borough 
has received nearly half a million dollars). 

 

 

 

ARPA FUNDS (American Rescue Plan Act of 2021) 
Morrisville Borough received $894,706.28 through the COVID-19 Stimulus Package used for much-
needed infrastructure repairs to the Municipal Building and significant upgrades to security and 
computer systems. This strategic use of federal funding eased the financial burden on residents: 
 

1) Traffic Signal upgrades/repairs 
2) HVAC upgrades: Ambulance Squad, Borough Hall, Public Works Garage  
3) Sewer/Plumbing repairs:  Borough Hall, Library 
4) New security/fob system for Borough Hall 
5) New Roof Borough Hall 
6) Electrical upgrade Borough Hall 
7) Fuel system install 
8) Police Payroll 
9) Borough and Police Computer/Technology Equipment upgrades 
10) New Waste Containers on Bridge Street  



11

MMoorree  PPoolliiccee  NNeewwss  
 
Enhancing Public Safety and 
Police Efficiency 
 
We are proud to share that Morrisville 
Borough has been approved to establish a 
Central Booking Center (CBC) – a resource 
never granted to Boroughs.  This upgrade 
enables on-site fingerprinting and offender 
processing, dramatically streamlining 
procedures.   It reduces officer downtime, 
improves workflow, and eliminates the 
need to rely on services from neighboring 
municipalities. 
 
Costs to implement: 
Cost to purchase: $35,000 
Annual Maintenance fee: $6,500 
Estimated yearly revenue: $48,000 
 
 
Additionally, to be a Central Book Center, 
the Borough will need a Sally Port – a 
secured, controlled entry area that ensures 
safe and secure transfers of detained 
individuals, protecting both officers and the 
public.  The security enhancement supports 
modern policing protocols and reflects our 
commitment to professional, efficient, and 
safe law enforcement operation. 
 

Prototype rendering 

 
 
 

Welcome Co-Responder 
Taylor Szarko 
 
Morrisville Borough 
joined the Bucks 
County Co-Responder 
Initiative.   

The program pairs 
social workers with 
law enforcement, 
helping residents to 
connect with social 
service providers, 
while freeing up police officers’ time. 

Examples of co-responder calls include: 
• Persons with known mental illness 

disconnected from services 
• Questionable need for Adult or Child 

Protective Services 
• Families and victims of traumatic events 
• Geriatric issues with unknown needs for service 
 
“Thanks to the proven and continued success of 
our administration’s partnership with local 
police departments, three more Bucks County 
communities will be served by a Human Services 
Co-Responder,” said Commissioner Chair Diane 
Ellis-Marseglia. “This program provides a 
valuable resource to police officers, allowing 
them to better focus their efforts on crime, and 
makes our neighborhoods safer while giving 
more vulnerable people in our communities the 
help they need.” 
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Protecting Morrisville: The Levee & Our Future Flood Defense  
Residents love the scenic walking trail but the path serves a vital role in flood protection.  Built in 1940, 
it is a 3,500-foot earthen berm, reinforced with a concrete flood wall and drainage structures designed 

to protect from rising waters of the Delaware. 
   
Levee FEMA Accreditation ensures: 
Stronger Flood Protection (meet modern standards)  
Reduced Flood Insurance Costs (lifting flood insurance mandate for many 
residents and allowing enhancements to the Park). 

 
Since 2017, Morrisville has secured $395,000 in grant funding to complete the necessary engineering 
studies, structural evaluations, and FEMA reports.  The final accreditation report will be resubmitted to 
FEMA in early 2025, with approval expected soon after.  These investments are part of a broader vision 
and commitment to ensure the Levee continues to serve as a shield against flooding for generations to 
come. 
 
Infrastructure Upgrades: to strengthen flood risks, two critical projects are in progress: 
🔹🔹🔹🔹 Backflow Prevention System – prevent floodwaters from backing into Williamson Park during storms. 

Grant Secured: $27,563 
🔹🔹🔹🔹 Delaware Canal Wastegate Relocation – relocating to north of the Calhoun Street Bridge will prevent 

excess canal water from becoming trapped behind the Levee.  Grant Secured: $212,625 
 
 

Rental Registration Program 
The Borough started mandatory inspections of residential rental units to ensure the welfare of tenants 
and hold landlords accountable for their units.  Our focus is to ensure tenants live in safe housing. 

Message from Code Enforcement:   When inspecting an occupied unit, we observe life safety aspects 
that we only see after the fire department, police or EMS have called us. Combustible storage around 
heaters, extension cords plugged into other extension cords powering space heaters, trash on stoves, 
insect infestations, smoke detectors issues, no fire extinguishers, blocked egress paths and exits. 
Hoarding situations where tenants can’t get out and first responders can’t enter. Within the last year 
Morrisville had 1 death and 3 fires in rental units. Landlords are focusing on what it’s going to cost 
them. We focus on the value of a human life.  
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Grateful Shout-Out to the Morrisville Fire Department 
 
Thank You to the Fire Department, who proudly 
serve Morrisville Borough and the surrounding 
communities.  These heroes demonstrate bravery 
and selflessness as they rush into burning buildings 
and face danger head-on to protect lives and 
property.   Your courage and selflessness do not go 
unnoticed.   

 

Interested in getting involved?  Residents are encouraged to 
volunteer.  Please email:  Info@Morrisville98.com 

Remember to support their fundraising efforts.  See you at the 
Memorial Day Parade on May 26 at 9AM.  

 

 

       

 

 

 

Did you know Morrisville Borough has 
a Theater Group?   
635 N. Delmorr Ave. 
 
Check out it.  https://www.actorsnetbucks.org/ 
 
They offer an interactive program that gives budding actors from ages 7-17 a change to participate in 
an original production where every child is guaranteed a role? 
 
Henrik Ibsen’s “A Doll House” May 2 through May 18, 2025 
William Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Nothing” June 13 through June 29, 2025 
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Patriots Park: Honoring History, Enriching Our Future 
 
Patriots Park is adjacent to Historic Summerseat, former 
headquarters of George Washington during the Revolutionary 
War and deeply tied to our nation’s history.  The Borough 
acquired the property in 2016 through $252,900 in various 
grants, demolishing the former school and clearing the way for 
transforming into a meaningful community space.  
 
Since then, over $1.1 million in funding and planning efforts have 
helped move this vision forward: 
🔹🔹🔹🔹 2018-2019: $555,000 from Bucks County CDBG for sidewalk 
replacements & ADA-compliant curb ramps  
🔹🔹🔹🔹 2020: $85,000 from the Greenways, Trails, and Recreation 
Program for a concept plan and $500,000 from the PA 
Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RCAP). 

 
With available RACP funding, the Borough is now moving 
forward with, reconfiguring and upgrading parking area to 
serve both Patriots Park & Summerseat, installing new lighting 
for improved safety, and reconstructing damaged sidewalks & 
trails for better pedestrian access. 
 
Future Vision - Actively seeking funding to complete the park’s 
transformation. Once fully realized, Patriots Park will offer open 
lawn areas for community gatherings, festivals, and passive 
recreation with safe and accessible pathways.  We are trying to 
complete many of these upgrades before the United States’ 

250th anniversary in 2026 to create a space that preserves and honors the legacy of Summerseat. 
 

Looking for events in town?  Check out Facebook/websites of the following: 
• Morrisville Borough calendar of event 
• Summerseat; corner of Hillcrest and Legion (or 149 Harper) 
• Children’s programs at the Morrisville Free Library, 300 N. Penna Ave. 
• Morrisville Senior Center; 31 E. Cleveland Ave    

 
Park locations:    Williamson Park; 97 N. Delmorr Ave 

Colvin’s Ferry Park; corner of S. Delmorr and E. Philadelphia Ave 
Patriots Park; Hillcrest Ave 
Dog Park; E. Philadelphia Ave 
Manor Park; corner of E. Cleveland Ave/Penn Ave  
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Holiday activities with the 
Winterfest Parade, Reading of 
Night Before Christmas, 
Nativity, and Imagine 
Morrisville Event at the 
Morrisville Shopping Center. 

Imagine Morrisville’s goal is to 
highlight arts, support local 
businesses, and promote 
Community.  “Together we see 
a bright future for our town” 

 

Christmas Around Town 

       

 

 

      

 

 

 

Winterfest Parade 2024, 1st Place Float Winners: 

Morrisville Senior Center 



Morrisville Borough 
215-295-8181 
Borough Hours: 
8am to 4:30pm 
website: MorrisvilleBoro.org 
 
Email Borough Questions: 
Office@MorrisvilleBoro.org 
 
Police Chief Rich Ciampa: 
R.Ciampa@morrisvillepolice.org 
Non-emergency #: 215-295-8111 
 
Mayor Gary Wallace: 
gwallacemb@outlook.com 
267-241-0985 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have a COMPLAINT?
Go to https://morrisvilleboro.org/citizenreporter 
to report an issue.   
All complaints are 100% confidential.

Borough Tree Policy
Maintenance and/or removal or trees are the responsibility of the property owner including the area between the 
sidewalk and curb (“verge strip” or “hell strip”).  Permits may be needed to remove trees on homeowner property/hell 
strip.  Permission is needed to plant on the hell strip.

Interested in getting involved?
Join a Board or Committee by sending letter of interest by 
email to: Office@MorrisvilleBoro.org

35 Union Street
Morrisville, PA 19067

Trash Collection - Republic Services can be contacted at 610-265-6337
•	 Trash is collected on MONDAY & THURSDAY
•	 Recyclables collected THURSDAY
•	 Call Republic for Bulk item pick-up
•	 Pickup days are delayed one day during any holiday week;

Monday holiday has trash picked up on Tuesday/Friday;
Thursday holiday has trash/recyclables picked up on Friday

•	 Six holidays: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day

•	 Trash cannot be placed at the curb before 6:00 pm the day before collection

For more information:
https://morrisvilleboro.org/docs/sanitation/trash-recycling-wcg-20240910.pdf


